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Allegany County Landowners Can Organize Representative Gillian Barber addressed 
the Committee, updating it on the activities of the group. She noted that activities had slowed 
down somewhat, but that she continued to be concerned about the big oil companies coming in 
to lease land for wells from people who were not educated on the best way to make a deal for 
themselves without harming their neighbors. She was adamant that no landowner should 
commit to a lease for more than three years. She also would advise landowners, not only to 
become more educated about leases and the promises of the oil companies, but when 
necessary, to consult with a lawyer they know and trust before signing any contract. 

Good of the Order 

Flyers were available announcing that Anthony lngraffea, Ph.D., the Dwight C. Baum 
Professor of Engineering, School of Civil Engineering, Cornell University, would be speaking in 
Almond on Wednesday, September 19, 2012. He is scheduled to present an overview and 
update on the tracking process with a focus on environmental and water safety issues. One of 
the Committee members opined that Dr. lngraffea was decidedly on the side against tracking. 

Adjournment 

There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 12:03 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Sinclair, seconded by Legislator 
Benson, and carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Cynthia Santora, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 
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In Educational Forum 
Presented By 

[itizens [oncerned About Fraekini 
ft-rynROFRACKI G and WATER 

, 

Wednesday, September 19, 2012 
Almond Municipal Building 1 Marvin Lane Almond, NY 

7:00pm 

Introduction by Scott Torrey 
Executive Director - Allegany County Soil and Water Conservation District 

. Overview of Allegany County Watershed and Aquifers. 

Anthony Ingraffea, PHD. 
Dr. Ingraffea is the Dwight C. Baum Professor of 
Engineering, School of Civil Engineering, Cornell 
University. He is Director of the Cornell Fracture 
Group and Acting Director of the Cornell Theory 
Center. He specializes in fracture mechanics. His 
research concentrates on computer simulation and 
physical testing of complex fracturing processes. 
He and his students and research associates have 
authored over 200 papers in this area. He has been 
principal investigator in over 35M in R & D projects 
for many organizations, including Schlumberger 
and the Gas Research Institute. 

Overview and updates on the £racking process with 
focus on environmental and water safety issues. 

Helice is an opportunity for the public to learn more about the f:racking process! 

Question and ru1swer opportunity. 

For more information contact peg.jefferds@gmail.com 
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Committee Members Present: K. LaForge, G. Benson, D. Healy, F. Sinclair, G. James 
(Absent: M. Covert) 

Others Present: M. Alger, D. Fanton, K. Graves, T. Hopkins, J. Luckey, J. Margeson, B. Riehle, 
C. Santora 

Media Present: B. Clark, Olean Times Herald 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 11:03 a.m. by Energy & Resources Ad Hoc 
Committee Chairman Kevin LaForge. 

Approval of Minutes: 

A motion was made by Legislator Sinclair, seconded by Legislator Benson, and carried 
to approve the Energy & Resources Ad Hoc Committee minutes of October 22, 2012. 

Discussion on Matters Relevant to the Marcellus/Utica Shale in New York State and 
Bordering States 

Legislator LaForge began the discussion of hydraulic tracking in the Marcellus/Utica 
shale areas of the state by noting that New York State had promised a decision regarding 
drilling by the end of the year, but so far, no information has been forthcoming. When queried at 
a meeting, the NYSAC attorney indicated that a decision would be made by February 2013. 

Legislator Sinclair reminded the group that as long as two years ago, Allegany County 
had proposed to Potter County (where drilling is occurring) that in the event of a watershed 
emergency, Allegany County be notified immediately so it could take action to prevent 
contamination of the local water supply. Mr. Sinclair noted that we could shut down the water 
intakes at Weidrick Road and use the water in the tanks for several days. Director of Fire and 
Emergency Services Jeff Luckey noted that a verbal agreement exists with a Mr. Dunn, the 
Emergency Management Director in Potter County, but that no formal, written agreement exists. 
Mr. Sinclair noted that personnel changes occur, and that without a written agreement, should 
Mr. Dunn leave his position, there is nothing in place to prevent a water emergency in Allegany 
County. 

A question arose noting that earlier in the year Allegany County had been left off the 
"short list" of potential drilling sites. Mr. LaForge indicated that he felt that list was nothing more 
than a "trial" balloon, and that Allegany County could still be a tracking location. Another 
question arose regarding the reluctance of the tracking companies to reveal the mix of 
chemicals in their drilling fluids. If, in fact, these fluids were harmless as claimed, why not be 
transparent with the information?. It was noted at that time, that for the most part, it is not a 
deliberate veil of secrecy to conceal harmful chemicals, but rather a proprietary issue whereby 
companies do not wish their competitors to have that information. 

Additional questions arose regarding why the issue was sent to the Health Department 
team for resolution. Legislator LaForge noted that the team was comprised of members from 
outside of New York State as a hedge against partiality. He questioned whether a thorough 
review could be completed by February 2013. 
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Legislator Sinclair also noted that the University of Buffalo had shut down its Shale 
Resources and Society Institute due to pressure from anti-frackers. However, it was also 
mentioned that the Institute had been funded by the gas industry and that the favorable reports 
originating from the Institute had been written by the gas industry. UB President Satish Tripathi, 
it was noted, indicated at the time that allowing such biased activity was not characteristic of 
how UB operates and that was the factor that shut down the Institute. 

Legislator Sinclair also brought up the issue of road permitting. He reminded the group 
that Steuben County's road permit policy was structured based on a hierarchy system of roads 
and that he thought Allegany County was going to "tweak" that policy to reflect our own needs. It 
was noted that a draft of such a policy had been sent to the towns and villages for them to 
tweak it for their own road systems, but that not a lot of feedback had been obtained. The 
question also arose whether the policy should be in place pre- or post- the possible decision to 
drill in Allegany County. Although there are highway permits in place, they may not adequately 
address what might occur once the extra traffic starts. It was also noted that new policies 
should not negatively impact those truckers who currently use our roads to conduct business in 
the County. Legislator Fanton suggested that the draft policy be resurrected and reviewed. 
Chairman Crandall noted that in conversations he's been privy to, the towns took on the 
ownership of this issue with support from their respective counties. 

Other topics that arose during the discussion included the fact that anti-fracking 
candidates performed poorly in New York State in the recent election; the possibility of 
converting some of the County vehicles to compressed natural gas (CNG); activity in 
Pennsylvania regarding drilling permits; and the issue of minor punishment/fines for illegal 
dumping of fracking fluids in road ditches, corn fields, etc. in Pennsylvania and the need for 
those fluids to be deemed hazardous and for dumpers to be prosecuted as such. 

The meeting concluded with Legislator Healy distributing some articles on the topic and 
Legislator LaForge noting there would be no Energy and Resources meeting in December. 

Adjournment 

There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 11 :45 a.m. following a motion by Legislator Healy, seconded by Legislator Sinclair, 
and carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Cynthia Santora, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 




